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Hometown Hardware was selected as the latest Chamber Business Spotlight. The Gila Bend Chamber 

got in touch with owner, Jessica Melton and asked her to tell us little about her business, what she 

enjoys about being a small business owner, the challenges she faces, and what advice she'd like to 

give to those who are just starting out. Here is what Jessica had to share with us: 

We had opened our first family owned-operated hardware store in Buckeye, AZ. over 15 years ago. 

We were inspired to open a hardware store here in Gila Bend, AZ within a year of opening the 

Buckeye store because we received an outpouring of requests to open a store in Gila Bend. 

One of the best things about being an owner is being able to watch my sons grow into the business 

and learn from their experiences! I also enjoy all the great people I meet and the stories I hear from 

them, a chance I don't think I would've had working behind a desk for someone else. Being an owner 

allows you to decide what's important, and for me, that's being able to connect to our customers on 

a personal level. 

 



 

Owning your business isn't always easy though, we definitely have challenges as a small business. I 

think in today's age, small businesses are constantly challenged by online big businesses like Amazon, 

and the constant misperception that we are more expensive. Another challenge for us (and likely any 

business) is the ability to find and keep really good employees. 

Being successful as a small business owner is not an easy job. It takes loads of hard work and making 

sure that you stay involved every day. My advice to anyone just starting out...do not think it will be 

easy. If it were easy, everyone would be doing it. 

The Gila Bend Chamber of Commerce would like to thank Hometown Hardware for their continued 

commitment to our community. 


